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WHY DID YOU CHOOSE JAPANESE STUDIES?

Past and present students talk about their reasons for choosing a degree in Japanese Studies.
Japanese seemed just like really a unique thing to do in a way and kind of challenging, and I liked the idea of spending a year abroad.

*

So I started studying Japanese because I was interested in languages. I studied French, German and Spanish at A level and wanted to study a more challenging language, and Japanese certainly is a challenging language. It’s a lot of fun to learn. I’m also a martial artist, I practice karate and so that’s been another link in being Japan.

*

When I was fourteen we went on a school trip to Japan and we stayed for three weeks and we stayed with three host families, a week each, and obviously at fourteen you’re quite impressionable. I didn’t have much language at that stage but I had a little smattering to get by, and so I stayed with Japanese families, and you’re very impressionable at that age and I thought it was an amazing country, and it was really something very new to me. Coming from New Zealand, obviously Japan was such an incredibly different culture, and so far advanced, even then, technologically, and things like that, so it was a really big eye-opener for a small girl from New Zealand, travelling to this place for a school trip.

*

Well I took Japanese studies ‘cause I wanted to study a foreign language. I’d already basically studied French all the way through high school and all the way through A level as well, and I kind of fancied something completely different that might also require maybe a different alphabet or completely different set of cultures to the one that we might have in Europe. I started looking at Japanese Studies courses, and I noticed that they all involved a year abroad and they all involved not just studying the language but they studied the wider aspects of everything, so the history, the economics, the sociology; the choice was huge. You can choose basically whatever aspect of whatever country you could possibly want, and I thought if I want to go to university I want to get a really good, wide kind of range of choice, so I can really pick my way forward.

*

When I was young my father used to travel to Japan a lot on business, and he brought back a lot of stories about Japan and gifts and souvenirs of Japanese wooden dolls and things, and I’d always had an interest in Japan through that; and he also introduced me to several of his business colleagues who came and stayed with our family, and I had Japanese pen-friends, and so when it came time to choose a course at university I wanted to do a language and Japan seemed an exciting opportunity to go and spend a year in Japan, rather than continue on with modern European languages and spending time in Europe, where I’d already been.

*

At school I studied History, French, Physics, Economics and Japanese actually, so I already had some experience of the language, and it was my favourite subject at school. When I was outside school I actually came to Japan on homestays and I really enjoyed visiting the country, so I decided to combine my skill with languages and my love of the country, and decided to do Japanese Studies at university. 

*

It probably started, like the key probably, was when I was little and my father showed me the Seven Samurai and I just found it fascinating, it was just a completely different culture. I mean we only really study European History at school, so when I saw this completely other, completely different culture on TV I was fascinated, so I found it fascinating from the word go. I decided after that to look for something which I would just enjoy studying and be fully motivated to do, instead of something which would just give me a job. That was when I started looking into Japanese, and I was really happy to see that it does give you a job and it was something which I was motivated in, so I decided to go for it.
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