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WHAT MAKES A DEGREE IN JAPANESE STUDIES WORTHWHILE?

Lecturers and students describe what they get out of studying Japan and the Japanese language.
It’s fascinating, it’s exciting, it’s fun, some of the time, most of the time, and it gives you a real insight both into Japanese society and culture and into the wider context, into the wider, the big issues that we’re talking about in the modern world. 

*

I think it’s just the variety of things that you can do there. I mean every country is diverse in its various different aspects, but Japan is a country which is still relatively under-studied I think, and so there’s still plenty of opportunities to go out there and see where your interest takes you.

*

The more you study a country that’s as different as Japan, the more you learn about your own country, and that’s something that is I think very valuable, and if you get the chance to go and live in Japan, the more you know about yourself and how react to different situations that you’re not going to meet in your everyday life. So I think it’s not just learning for the sake of learning, but actually there’s ways in which you can study these foreign cultures and foreign institutions and suddenly think well, hey, what I’m seeing about me in Britain looks a bit similar, for example, right? And then we actually begin to get away from this whole idea that Japan is completely different and nobody can understand Japan, right, which is rubbish. It’s possible to understand Japan.

*

Japan offers quite a neatly framed place within which you can think about certain problems, so if you were to take something like Anime or Manga, which is very popular now, obviously Japan is a forcing ground for this, but it also gives you a very good set of examples so you can begin to think about why is this being done in this way in Japan, and why do we do it differently in London or England or America or wherever it is. So Japan forces you to think hard and to question some of your own assumptions about the way the world should be.

*

Studying about Japan as a country is a hugely valuable experience for young people in this country. While studying about Japan you realise, you come to quickly realise that there are very sophisticated civilisations elsewhere in the world that don’t, that are not structured in the same way as Western Civilisation, don’t behave in the same way as Western Civilisation, that people within those societies have similar but also different thoughts and feelings about their place in the world and have similar but different types of relationships with each other, and also have perhaps a, at times, difficult relationship with the West. And through studying Japanese studies and appreciating those things, I think the students can actually develop a much more healthy understanding of global society, if you want to call it that, which will stand them in good stead in the future; a future that’s going to be evermore interconnected.

*

Well I would say it’s important that everybody understands that Japan has the same ethnic issues and tensions as any other major industrialised country, and that Japan is not pure and homogeneous, as is often made out to be in popular, even some academic conceptions of the country. It’s not pure, it’s not homogeneous, it’s not a homogeneous nation-state. And so there is ethnic diversity there, and that needs to be recognised. And so I think the students are aware of that, and they’re aware of some of the undercurrents in Japanese society, some of the divisions that exist. It gives them a more rounded and mature appreciation of the country, rather than this glossy sort of tourist brochure kind of image of Japan, of being Geisha and Mount Fuji and all that kind of stuff.
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