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WHAT MAKES JAPANESE STUDIES INTERESTING?
Past and present students speak about aspects of the course which they enjoyed the most.
I really like doing Japanese studies because you get to learn a lot about culture as well as the language. So I think that studying something like Japanese studies is really good for anyone who’s interested in languages, but it’s also good if you like things like literature or culture or films, or even if you just like Manga or Anime. 

*
Japan is not one country and it doesn’t have one culture or one history, so there is always something new to learn. And even in the culture in the daily life, you just move from one city to another and the food changes, the language changes, it’s always a discovery really.

*
It’s different enough to be interesting in the sense that it’s like a different culture, but it has similarities to us; like the fact that they’re obviously very technologically advanced, we see a lot of Japanese products. There’s still that similarity that keeps it familiar, so it’s not a completely alien culture, it's definitely something which you can relate to, but it’s still interesting nonetheless.

*
I think Japan is an incredibly interesting place. If you ever talk to any tourist who’s been to Japan for maybe a week or so, they’ll all come back and they’ll say it’s a crazy place, it’s an amazing place, but they won’t have any idea why, and they’ll just take it at complete face value. But I think if you take Japanese studies and you look at the history of the country and you look at maybe a bit more behind the reasons why this is like it is and why maybe that is like it is, you appreciate it a whole lot more. It’s fantastic to take a step back and look at your own culture and look at the culture that surrounds your own country, and then you can really see where you’ve come from and where this country’s come from, and then maybe compare the two and get a lot out of it, I think.

*
I quite regularly get, ‘Oh, that’s cool. Tell me more,’ when I say that I do Japanese History, and that’s because it’s a bit different and yet people are aware of Japan, they’re aware of the popular culture. A lot of people either have been to Japan on a holiday or have it on their wishlist.

*
I think if you want to broaden your experience of the world and learn a skill that is very desirable, everyone has to do a language at secondary school but I think you really get so much more out of thinking beyond that and broadening your horizons and doing Japanese.
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