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WHAT IS IT LIKE LEARNING JAPANESE?

Past and present students talk about their experiences of learning the language.
Japanese really is a complex language. To be able to understand it well, to be able to speak it well, you do need to study quite a lot, and that’s something I find very motivating. I enjoy continuing to develop my skills. 

*

It’s a difficult language to learn. It’s not a difficult language to pronounce. The reading and writing is hard, it’s just desk work, there’s no shortcuts.

*

I really do enjoy being able to use the characters. I just enjoy the whole system, I enjoy learning words; it’s an alternative form of expression. I find in Japanese I have a slightly different personality that fits a slightly different society. It’s great fun and a great liberation to have that, to have two alternative languages and ways of relating to friends and so on.

*

You’re going to have to work hard. It’s not an easy language. It’s not an easy language and so on, but it’s one of those things, the more you put into something, you know, what you put into things, you get out of them. It’s one of those things … it’s a language and a culture that are hard work at times, but they are really … it’s incredibly fascinating and you learn so much from what you put into it.

*

When you look at Japanese and the whole system of kanji, they’re completely different, it’s like some of the grammar’s completely different and it’s just completely new and it just makes your brain work in a completely new way, and it’s just fascinating. It broadens your mind!

*

Well the learning of a new language obviously takes a lot of dedication and time and I did find myself putting in a lot of hours to do that. On the other hand, there weren’t the numerous lengthy dissertations that were expected of a first-year course in History or English Literature, so it was a much more practical learning experience in the first year. There was a lot more taught hours, I had a lot more classes perhaps.

*

I’m always learning kanji. My reading is pretty good now, but… I can read a Japanese newspaper with not so much difficulty, but there’s still always things to keep learning, always characters to learn, expressions to learn.

*

Learning Japanese isn’t like learning French or German. If you can speak Japanese, people think ‘Oooh!’ <Laughs> Whereas every second person speaks French or German I suppose. So that’s what Japanese is like, yeah. Secret code.
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