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HOW DOES JAPANESE STUDIES PREPARE YOU FOR LIFE AFTER UNIVERSITY?

Lecturers and students discuss what life skills a degree in Japanese studies gives students.
To study something from Asia, which is completely different, it just makes your mind work in a completely different way, and it’s also interesting to look at your own language, once you’ve looked at that language, from another point of view, and compare. I mean I talk to some of my Japanese friends and we often compare the differences between our cultures and the similarities, and that is just … that is something which I just think is a life skill or a life trait to have, it’s just something great to be able to look at things from that open-minded perspective.

*
It’s good to go into the world, to the far-flung corners of the world, and to see that essentially people were interested in the same things, people want the same things out of life. Maybe the system that they’ve got for getting those things might be a bit different, but essentially you’ve got a lot in common with people.

*
I have friends who are in teaching, in travel, and quite a few of them seem to have this, even though they may not be working with Japanese on a day-to-day basis, they often have some kind of connection. And maybe in their company, if someone needs to know something about Japan, that’s the person they go to for some advice.

*
We had quite a broad range of topics that we’d studied, so if you wanted to go off and do something in design, or you wanted to go and do something in the world of finance, or you wanted to go on more into academic career, Japanese Studies gave you a basis to do any of those things and other things as well.

*
I had the skills to go into a job where I could, well the job that I went into was actually, it was good in that my Japanese skills were good enough to be translating for other people and to be a go-between, between the Japanese staff and the other British teachers at the school. So that kind of put … I was in a managerial position, helping them to communicate with each other, which was so rewarding.

*
You’ve got something that not many other people have in the UK. And you’ve got the ability there to go out and use that in a challenging and hopefully fulfilling way in the future. Now not many people have that. And besides that set of practical skills on the language side, you’ve also got the knowledge of a culture and a society that’s extremely important in the world. Japan may have been in recession for the last fifteen years but it’s not going away. It’s still a huge economy, it’s still a huge presence, so who knows how things will change in the future? So it’s very important that people know about Japan, understand it and are able to deal with it. And that’s what you get from doing a Japanese Studies degree. And then on the personal side it’s also challenging and interesting and rewarding because it’s different, and you can go all over doing this kind of degree.

*
The more you study a country that’s as different as Japan, the more you learn about your own country, and that’s something that is, I think, very valuable. And if you get the chance to go and live in Japan, the more you know about yourself.

*
If they are able to adapt their thinking and even their emotional state to incorporate ways of thinking and emotional states of people from other places, other classes in society, other countries in the world, other cultures, then I think that would give all of us, in whichever field of activity, whichever country we come from, something for the future. It brings us all together just a little bit, and I think that’s what we really need in our lives. So Japanese Studies helps in that way, I think, and will give students something that they can take through, not necessarily in their employment but certainly will give something that students can use and benefit from whatever they may do in life.
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